
Archdiocese of Portland Department of Catholic Schools:

Priority Standards by Grade Level

Literacy: Grade 3
Reading Foundational Skills

3.RF.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.

Reading Literature

3.RL.2
Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central message, 
lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text.

3.RL.3
Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions 
contribute to the sequence of events.

3.RL.7
Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a story (e.
g. create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting).

3.RL.9
Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author about the same 
or similar characters (e.g. in books from a series).

Reading Informational Text

3.RI.5 Use text features and search tools to locate information relevant to a given topic efficiently.

3.RI.6 Distinguish between a firsthand and secondhand account of the same event or topic.

3.RI.7 Use information gained from illustrations and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text.

3.RI.8 Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text.

Writing

3.W.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.

3.W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

3.W.5 With guidance and support, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing.

3.W.6
With guidance and support, use technology to produce and publish writing (using keyboarding skills and 
handwriting) as well as to interact and collaborate with others.

3.W.10 With scaffolding, guidance, and support, write routinely over extended time.

Language

3.L.1
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking.

3.L.2
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing.

3.L.4
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 3 
reading and content, choosing from an array of strategies.

3.L.5 Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.

3.L.6
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-specific words 
and phrases, including those that signal spatial and temporal relationships.

Speaking & Listening

3.SL.1
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly.

3.SL.4
With guidance and support, report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate 
facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace.



Mathematics: Grade 3
Number & Operations in Base 10

3.NBT.A.1 Use place value understanding to round whole numbers to the nearest 10 or 100.

Number & Operations Fractions

3.NF.A.1
Understand a fraction 1/b as the quantity formed by 1 part when a whole is partitioned into b equal parts; 
understand a fraction a/b as the quantity formed by a parts of size 1/b.

3.NF.A.3 Explain equivalence of fractions in special cases, and compare fractions by reasoning about their size.

Operations & Algebraic Thinking

3.OA.A.3
Use multiplication and division within 100 to solve word problems in situations involving equal groups, 
arrays, and measurement quantities.

3.OA.C.7
Fluently multiply and divide within 100, using strategies such as the relationship between multiplication and 
division (e.g., knowing that 8 × 5 = 40, one knows 40 ÷ 5 = 8) or properties of operations. By the end of Grade 
3, know from memory all products of two one-digit numbers.

3.OA.D.8
Solve two-step word problems using the four operations. Represent these problems using equations with a 
letter standing for the unknown quantity. Assess the reasonableness of answers using mental computation 
and estimation strategies including rounding.

Measurement & Data

3.MD.B.3
Draw a scaled picture graph and a scaled bar graph to represent a data set with several categories. Solve 
one- and two-step “how many more” and “how many less” problems using information presented in scaled 
bar graphs.

3.MD.C.5 Recognize area as an attribute of plane figures and understand concepts of area measurement.

3.MD.C.7 Relate area to the operations of multiplication and addition.

Geometry

3.G.A.2 Partition shapes into parts with equal areas. Express the area of each part as a unit fraction of the whole.

NGSS: Science: Grade 3
Forces & Interaction

3.PS2.1
Plan and conduct an investigation to provide evidence of the effects of balanced and unbalanced forces on 
the motion of an object.

3.PS2.3
Ask questions to determine cause and effect relationships of electric or magnetic interactions between two 
objects not in contact with each other.

Interdependent Relationships Ecosystems

3.LS4.1 Use and share observations of local weather conditions to describe patterns over time.

Inheritance, Variation of Traits, & Life Cycle

3.LS1.1
Develop models to describe that organisms have unique and diverse life cycles but all have in common birth, 
growth, reproduction, and death.

3.LS3.1
Analyze and interpret data to provide evidence that plants and animals have traits inherited from parents 
and that variation of these traits exists in a group of similar organisms.

Weather & Climate

3.ESS2.1
Represent data in tables and graphical displays to describe typical weather conditions expected during a 
particular season.

3.ESS3.1 Make a claim about the merit of a design solution that reduces the impacts of a weather-related hazard.

Engineering Design

3-5.ETS1.1
Define a simple design problem reflecting a need or a want that includes specified criteria for success and 
constraints on materials, time, or cost.

3-5.ETS1.2
Generate and compare multiple possible solutions to a problem based on how well each is likely to meet the 
criteria and constraints of the problem.

3-5.ETS1.3
Plan and carry out fair tests in which variables are controlled and failure points are considered to identify 
aspects of a model or prototype that can be improved.



Social Studies: Grade 3

Civics & Government

3.CG.1 Examine how different levels of city and county government provide services to members of a community.

3.CG.2 Describe the responsibilities of people in their community and state.

3.CG.3
Explain how a community relies on active civic participation and identify opportunities for student 
participation in local and regional issues.

Economics

3.E.1 Describe the relationship between producers and consumers.

3.E.2 Explain how profit influences sellers in markets.

3.E.4 Identify key industries of Oregon

Financial Literacy

3.FL.1
Analyze the impact of personal financial decisions on personal, community, regional, and world resources (i.
e. how my individual financial actions have an impact on myself/others/resources)

Geography

3.G.1
Understand the impact and legacy of colonialism on marginalized communities and describe the decisions 
made to shape the human characteristics of regions in Oregon (tribal, cultural, agricultural, and industrial, 
etc.) with consideration to how bias has manifested into the various social groups and systems.

3.G.2
Use geographical tools (maps, satellite images, photographs, Google Earth, and other representations) to 
identify multiple ways to divide Oregon into areas (such as tribal, river systems, interstate highways, county, 
physical, industry, agricultural).

3.G.3 Identify hemispheres, continents, and oceans using globes and maps.

3.G.5
Identify and analyze Oregon’s natural resources and describe how people in Oregon and other parts of the 
world use them.

Historical Knowledge

3.HK.1

Describe how individuals, groups (e.g. socioeconomic differences, ethnic groups, and social groups including 
individuals who are American Indian/Alaska Native/Native Hawaiian or Americans of African, Asian, Pacific 
Island, Chicano, Latino, or Middle Eastern descent) and religious groups, and other traditionally marginalized 
groups, events, and developments have shaped the communities and regions.

3.HK.2
Describe how significant people, events, and developments have shaped their own parish, community, and 
region.

3.HK.4
Describe how the identity of the local community shaped its history and compare it to other communities in 
the region.

Historical Thinking

3.HT.2
Explain why individuals and groups (e.g. socio-economic, ethnic, and religious groups, and other traditionally 
marginalized groups) in the same historical period differed in the way they viewed and interpreted historical 
events. 

Religion: Grade 3
Knowledge of the Faith

3.RTC.1
Students explore, profess, and reflect on our Catholic faith, which is the content of God’s revelation found in 
Sacred Scripture and sacred tradition and lived out in the Creed and Church doctrine.

Liturgical Education

3.RTC.2
Students recognize the presence of Christ and enter into communion with him through active, full, and 
conscious participation in the liturgical celebrations and sacraments of the Church.

Morality/Life in Christ

3.RTC.3
Students develop a moral conscience that is informed by Church teachings and conformed to Christ, as 
modeled in a personal life of virtue and demonstrated in service of the Gospel’s demands.

Teaching to Pray

3.RTC.4
Students experience and engage in Catholic expressions of prayer to deepen their relationship with God and 
the Church.

The Life, Community, History of the Church

3.RTC.5
Students study and participate in the life and mission of the Church, the Body of Christ, and the community 
of believers, as expressed in the Church’s origin, history, ecclesiology, the Communion of Saints and their 
family, the Domestic Church.

The Church's Missionary Life & Service

3.RTC.6
Students acquire and demonstrate skills to recognize their gifts from God and their vocation to share the 
Good News of Jesus Christ in word and deed in the world.



Health Education: Grades 3-5
Health Promotion & Disease Prevention

3-5.HE.1
Students will demonstrate the ability to identify and apply decision-making skills to enhance health 
promotion and disease prevention.

1.1 Describe the relationship between healthy behaviors and personal health.

1.2 Identify examples of emotional, intellectual, physical, and social health.

1.3 Describe ways in which safe and healthy school and community environments can promote personal 
health.

1.4 Describe ways to prevent common childhood injuries and health problems.

1.5 Describe when it is important to seek health care.

1.6 Predict the potential outcomes of each option when making a health-related decisions.

Health Behavior & Influence

3-5.HE.2
Students will analyze the influence of family, peers, culture, media, technology, and other factors on health 
behaviors in light of Catholic faith and moral values.

2.1 Describe how family influences personal health practices and behaviors.

2.2 Identify the influence of culture on health practices and behaviors.

2.3 Identify how peers can influence healthy and unhealthy behaviors.

2.4 Describe how the school and community can support personal health practices and behaviors.

2.5 Explain how media influences thoughts, feelings, and health behaviors.

2.6 Describe ways that technology can influence personal health.

Health Access

3-5.HE.3
Students will demonstrate the ability to access valid information, products, and services to enhance health 
reflective of Catholic morals and values.

3.1 Identify characteristics of valid health information, products, and services.

3.2 Locate resources from home, school, and community that provide valid health information.

Interpersonal Communication

3-5.HE.4
Students will understand and apply interpersonal communication skills, reflective of Catholic morals and 
values, to enhance health and avoid or reduce health risks.

4.1 Demonstrate effective verbal and nonverbal communication skills to enhance health.

4.2 Demonstrate refusal skills that avoid or reduce health risks.

4.3 Use healthy problem-solving strategies to manage or resolve conflict.

4.4 Demonstrate ways to self-advocate in different situations.

Goal Setting

3-5.HE.5
Students will demonstrate the ability to use goal-setting skills to enhance health, steeped in a Catholic world-
view.

5.1 Identify health-related situations that might require a thoughtful decision.

5.2 Analyze when assistance is needed in making a health-related decision.

5.3 List, choose and describe healthy options to health-related issues or problems.

5.4 Predict the potential outcomes of each option when making a health-related decision

Body Systems

3-5.HE.6
Students will demonstrate the knowledge of body systems and apply that to health-enhancing- behaviors to 
avoid or reduce health risks.

6.1 Identify responsible personal health behaviors.

6.2 Demonstrate a variety of healthy practices and behaviors to maintain or improve personal health.

6.3 Demonstrate a variety of behaviors to avoid or reduce health risks.

6.4 Identify the different systems of the body and how to care for them.

Health Advocacy

3-5.HE.7
Students will demonstrate the ability to advocate for a safe and healthy personal, family, church and 
community environment.

7.1 Express opinions and give accurate information about health issues.

7.2 Encourage others to make positive health choices to glorify God in their bodies.



Physical Education: Kindergarten - Grade 3
Motor Skills

K-3.PE.1
The physically educated individual demonstrates competency in a variety of motor skills, non- locomotor 
skills and movement patterns & forms.

1.1 Demonstrate mature form of basic locomotor patterns, walk, run, gallop, slide, horizontal jump, hop, 
leap and skip.

1.2 Demonstrate mature form of basic manipulative skills, overhand throw, catching, striking, and kicking.

1.3 Perform basic non-locomotor movements (e.g., balance poses, shapes, etc.) with sureness.

Tactics & Strategy

K-3.PE.2
The physically educated individual recognizes and applies knowledge of concepts, principals, strategies and 
tactics related to movement and performance.

2.1 Identify critical elements (characteristics) of basic skills.

2.2 Demonstrate concepts of force production and absorption in throwing, catching and striking.

2.3 Use teacher and self feedback to make adjustments in performance.

Expression & Social Interaction

K-3.PE.3
The physically educated individual participates in physical activity for enjoyment, challenge, self- expression 
and social interaction.

3.1 Identify a variety of physical activities that are regularly enjoyed.

3.2 Respond to physical activity with smiles, laughter, and/or other positive verbal/non-verbal responses.

Responsible Behavior

K-3.PE.4
The physically educated individual exhibits responsible personal, social, and cultural behavior that respects 
self and others as a gift from God.

4.1 Demonstrate compliance to class expectations (e.g., control self, think safety, try hard, hustle and other 
incident specific requests).

4.2 Demonstrate inclusion for all class members (e.g., Follow the “You Can’t Say You Can’t Play” rule).

4.3 Recognize that equipment and space belong indefinitely to no one person.

4.4 Explore cultural/ethnic awareness through participation in a variety of international children’s games.

4.5 Honestly report the results of work (e.g., record own or partners performance accurately and honestly.

Fitness for Life

K-3.PE.5
The physically educated individual analyzes, reflects, plans, and strives for a healthy level of physical activity 
and fitness for life.

5.1 Identify a variety of physical activities that are regularly enjoyed.

5.2 Recognize the physiological indicators that accompany moderate to vigorous physical activity (e.g., 
sweating, increase heart rate, and heavy breathing.)

5.3 Understand that to be physically active, one needs adequate levels of fitness.

5.4 Create habits that will lead to a healthy level of activity and fitness.



Technology: Grades 3-5
Empowered Learner

3-5.TEL.1b
With the oversight and support of an educator, students learn about various technologies that can be used 
to connect with others and recognize peer experts in order to enhance their learning.

Digital Citizen

3-5.TDC.2a
Students cultivate and manage their digital identity and reputation and are aware of the permanence of their 
actions in the digital world (i.e. digital footprint). Students understand that technology is a gift from God, to 
be used to spread God's loving message.

3-5.TDC.2b
Students engage in positive, safe, legal, and ethical behavior when using technology, including social 
interactions online or when using devices. Students understand the importance and value of practicing good 
stewardship.

3-5.TDC.2c
Students learn about, demonstrate and encourage respect for intellectual property with both print and 
digital media when using and sharing the work of others as fellow brothers and sisters in God.

3-5.TDC.2d
Students demonstrate an understanding of what personal data is, how to keep it private and how it might be 
shared online. Students can explain how doing so is an example of respecting one's self as a child of God.

Knowledge Constructor

3-5.TKC.3a
Students collaborate with a teacher to employ age-appropriate research techniques to locate digital 
resources that will help them in their learning process.

3-5.TKC.3c
Using a variety of strategies, students explore ways to augment, organize, and/or make connections to their 
learning through adding or utilizing various forms of media.

Innovative Designer

3-5.TID.4a
Students explore and practice how a design process works to generate ideas, consider solutions, and develop 
and implement a plan.

3-5.TID.4c Students develop, test, and refine ideas as part of a cyclical design process.

Computational Thinker

3-5.TCT.5d Students understand and explore basic concepts related to automation, patterns, and algorithmic thinking.

Creative Communicator

3-5.TCC.6b Students use digital tools to create original works.

3-5.TCC.6c Students share ideas in multiple digital representations, such as visual, audio, etc.

Global Collaborator

3-5.TGC.7c
Students perform a variety of roles within a team using age-appropriate technology to work effectively 
towards a common goal.



Library: K-6
Information Literacy

K-6.Lib.IL.1 Use skills, resources, and tools to inquire, think critically, and gain knowledge.

1.A Follow an inquiry based process to seek knowledge

1.B Apply prior knowledge to new learning

1.C Develop, select, clarify, and use questions to search for information

1.D Develop, select, clarify, and use strategies to search for information

1.E Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions

1.F Select and use tools within sources to access content

1.G Evaluate information for accuracy, validity, importance, and bias

1.H Read, view, and listen to information in a variety of formats

1.I Collaborate to broaden and deepen understanding

1.J Assess the effectiveness of questions, strategies, and processes used in research to find information

K-6.Lib.IL.2
Use skills, resources, and tools to draw conclusions, make informed decisions, create new knowledge, and 
apply knowledge to new situations.

2.A Analyze and evaluate information to draw conclusions

2.B Analyze and evaluate information to make informed decisions

2.C Analyze, organize, and synthesize information using a variety of tools

2.D Use information to answer questions and inspire further investigation

2.E Use information to solve real-world problems and inspire further investigation

2.F Collaborate with others to exchange ideas, develop new understandings, make decisions, and solve 
problems

2.G Reach and defend informed conclusions based on best evidence

2.H Evaluate the effectiveness of the skills and tools used to create new knowledge

K-6.Lib.IL.3
Use skills, resources, and tools to create, and share work that expresses and demonstrates new 
understandings.

3.A Analyze delivery formats for sharing understanding

3.B Use appropriate tools to create and share new work

3.C Collaborate with others to create original products and share new understanding

3.D Reflect on a product's effectiveness in expressing and demonstrating new understandings

Reading Engagement

K-6.Lib.RE.1 Using Catholic values, demonstrate ethical behavior when sharing knowledge

1.A Read, listen to, and view a variety of genres and formats

1.B Identify, reflect upon, and respond to works which exemplify the human experience

1.C Read to answer questions, make decisions, or solve problems

1.D Explore text to text, text to self, and text to world connections

1.E Appreciate and evaluate author's craft and use of literary devices

1.F Read to seek multiple points of view and a global perspective

K-6.Lib.RE.2 Comprehend, interpret, and evaluate informational and fictional text.

2.A Read, listen to, view, and integrate information to build background knowledge

2.B Demonstrate reading for meaning by finding the main and supporting details

2.C Demonstrate reading for meaning by evaluating evidence, drawing conclusions, and forming opinions

2.D Read to understand history, current events, and personal decisions

2.E Evaluate text for author's purpose

K-6.Lib.RE.3 Build reading skills and behaviors for lifelong learning.

3.A Apply reading strategies across the content areas

3.B Contribute to a reading and learning community

3.C Self-select reading materials from a variety of genres and formats

3.D Make personal and global connections to the real world when reading a variety of texts

3.E Demonstrate resiliency, perseverance, and stamina when reading a variety of texts



Social Responsibility

K-6.Lib.SR.1 Using Catholic values, demonstrate ethical behavior when sharing knowledge

1.A Use appropriate language when communicating with others

1.B Participate in, and advocate for, safe and ethical communication

1.C Practice accuracy and consider bias when sharing information

K-6.Lib.SR.2 Using Catholic values, demonstrate ethical behavior in the use of print and digital resources

2.A Use a variety of authoritative sources, considering multiple perspectives and points of view

2.B Generate accurate source citations

2.C Avoid plagiarism when gathering, presenting, or publishing information

2.D Respect the intellectual property of others and copyright law when gathering, presenting, or publishing 
information

K-6.Lib.SR.3 Seek common good and well being as a productive member of a democratice society

3.A Collaborate as members of a social and intellectual community

3.B Advocate for intellectual freedom and uphold the rights of others

3.C Demonstrate responsible citizenship in use of materials and resources

Music: Grade 3
3.M.1 Nurture Personal Spirituality

1.a Participate in leadership roles in ligurgical celebrations

3.M.2 Sing and Perform a variety of songs, alone and with others

2.a Sing independently, on pitch and in rhythm

2.b Sing music written in two parts

2.c Sing with good breath control, posture, timbre and diction

2.j Perform on at least one string, wind, or percussion instrument

2.k Perform simple songs and accompaniments with expression and technical accuracy

3.M.3 Read and Notate Music

3.a Read dotted quarter, dotted eighth, sixteenth notes and rests, triplets and syncopated rhythms in 2/4, 
3/4, 4/4, 6/8, and 3/8 meters

3.b Identify and define symbols for pitch, rhythm, dynamics, tempo and expression 

3.c Use technology when available.

3.M.4 Listen to, analyze, evaluate, and describe music

4.a Use proper terms when explaining music, music notation, and performances of various sytles and cultures

4.b Identify tone colors of various instruments and voices by sight and sound

4.q Develop a class evaluation tool with which to evaluate performances

4.r Use a variety of traditional and nontraditional sound sources when composing and arranging

3.M.5 Improvise and compose

5.a Compose short pieces within specific guidelines demonstrating the elements of music (use technology if available)

5.b Use a variety of traditional and nontraditional sound sources when composing and arranging

3.M.6 Understand relationships between music, the arts, and other disciplines

6.a Compare and contrast common terms and ideas used in music and other subjects

6.b Describe the ways that music is related to other subjects

3.M.7 Understand music in relation to history and other cultures

7.a Compare the functions music serves, roles of musicians, and conditions under which music is typically performed in different cultures

7.b Identify music from different historical periods by genre and style

7.c Describe the role of the Catholic Church in the history of music


